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May 9, 1941. 


ter t Kenneth Roberts, 

c/o Double day- Doran & Co., Inc., 

14 West 49th Street, 

New York City, New York. 
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e just, recently finished, a nd thoroughly 
voT^^swe 1 1 " . The research which you did 

k wss exceedingly impressive but your 
c You to a slight degree so that 
v usJ numismatic inaccuracies in which 


Colonial currency and 
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On page #cyf£vqjention is made 
wit.i a pine tree on the back. The only 
tree on the back are the notes of the ‘ 
bay issued from 1776 to 1779, the den™*‘ 
which are in shillings and pence and /io: 




oil apXf>OoiO note 
note swrtk a pine 
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ions of all of 
in dollars. 


* 4n on mu ? * 9 ® f 19 * BueU commcndfe d counterfeiting 
S' 40 * 00 bl s . Gur ing the Seige of New York in 177b. There 
were no ^40.00 bills printed either by the Continental Con* 
gress or by any of the states until 1778, 

oennipc ^r°!L P !! 9C 2 * 2 ?' 3 bedbu9 is crushed between two 
it thJt'tfSf course » th f^ e wer ® no American minted pennies 

Engllsh C0 PP« r pennies were struck un- 
til 17^. English and Irish half-pence were the copper 
coins in common circulation at that time. 

„ °P P a Se 615 you mention a $100.00 bill with a 
picture of a weaver gnawing at a tree and the word 
. erseverando . The motto "Perse verando" and the olcture 
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picture of a beaver gnawing at a tree is found on $6.00 
bills issued by the Continental Congress* ho hundred 
dollar bills v/ere ever issued by the Continental Congress 
and all hundred dollar bills issued by the states were 

devoid of pictures or vignettes. 


® cm writing you because 1 feel that the above 





February 28,1957 


Mr. Kenneth Roberts 
Kennebunk Port, Maine 

Dear Mr* Roberts: 

When you wrote "Oliver Wi swell" I pointed out to you 
tliat your description of the front and back of counter- 
feit Continental money did not jibe. You humorously 
replied to me that your "bones" suow through the flesh 
because you often make no effort to be historically 
accurate as to details. 

Tn any event, you stimulated me to do research on counter- 
feit Continental currency and I am enclosing the article 
recently published. You will note that I mention "Oliver 
is;rell" in the article. It occurred to me that the 
" tr o j an Horse" episode might be interesting for you to 
work into some other book. 

Actually, therefore, this is a letter ox "thank you" for 
without your having made some insignif icant technical 
errors I would not have become so interested in counter- 
feit Continental currency and would not have developed 
all of this material on the subject. This is, indeed, 
backing into research work. 

If you have nothing better to do than to road the article 
I would enjoy hearing how it appealed to you. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPNtatb 


KENNETH ROBERTS 
KENNEBUNKPORT 
MAINE 


March U, 195>7 


Eric P. Newman, Esq. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
lj.00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I was very glad indeed to have your brochure, "Counterfeit 
Continental Currency Goes to War." It's well done, and should be a 
great help to a lot of people who write about the Revolutionary period. 

For some time I've been trying to get my mind into a state 
where I can remove a group of New Englanders from this area around 
1780 and transfer them to the South. Their chief annoyance with New 
England is the rapid depreciation of the currency, the high cost of 
everything, and the annoying qualities of the other New Englanders 
with whom they come in contact. Like most modern migrants, it never 
occurs to them that conditions in the South may be a great deal worse. 
If you have any ideas, I'd be glad to have them. 

It's strange about that mention of counterfeit Continental 
money in OLIVER WISWELL. I had several pieces, one of them showing 
a beaver, and I thought I'd described it accurately. Some time ago 
I found that I had put these into a filing book or one of my source- 
books, apparently, and done it so carefully that for the past five 
years I've been unable to put my finger on them. 

Many thanks for thinking of me, and all good wishes to you. 

Very sincerely yours, 

jfeuLvjXu, 


KR:MM 


March 20, 1957 


Hr. Kenneth Roberta 
Kennebunkport, Maine 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

I have been thinking of the question you raised in your 
lettor of March Ij, 1957 as to how you could remove a group 
of New Englanders around 1730 to the South. By 1700 the 
currency had already depreciated fully and specie had taken 
its place. While you could use the excuse that your people 
had been loyal and turned In their specie for Continental .. 
bills while others had not, I don’t believe the currency 
picture could influence a group to leave. I do, however, 
have one suggestion which may appeal to you. 

Vermont had very activo negotiations up to 1782 to remain 
part of the English Empire. Vermont patriots, of course, 
say that this was done merely to keep the English from 
attacking Vermont since Vermont was unprotected from the 
Canadian side. Actually, this was a sincere negotiation 
not to join the United States since the Vermonters refused 
to be dominated by the New York group. The activities of 
the separatists in Vermont continued until 1791. This entire 
story you may be familiar with since you like to bring out 
the Tory side of the Revolutionary Mar. I will be glad to 
give you certain references if you need then. 

If t >is thought has any merit, I will be pleased but it 
certainly could be a basis for having New Englanders move 
to the South for fear of having to rejoin England or remain- 
ing in a community with disloyal neighbors. 

When you have me out of numismatics I am a fish out of water 
but as long as that fish gets put back in the qater quickly 
no harm will be done. 

With kindest regards. 


S ' ncerely. 


EKIC P. NEWHAM 


EPNiatb 
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April $, 19i>? 


Mr* Kenneth Roberts 
Kennebunkpor t, Maine 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

The book which will give yon a substantial insight into the 
Separatists feeling in Vermont is "Jay's Treaty" by Samuel 
Flagg Demis, New York, 1923. There are a substantial number 
of references in that book. 

It just occurred to me that your Maine residents might have 
feared that the Separatists movement in Vermont would be 
successful and would spread to other portions of the country 
which were very close to Canada or they could have been affected 
by relatives in Vermont who very much feared becoming part of 
the British Empire again. 

I certainly think that there ought to be some investigation 
as to whether there was any feeling in Maine that they did 
not want to be part of Massachusetts and preferred to continue 
to go along with Canada. If any such feeling could be found 
you certainly could tie it in to your people's desire to leave 
Maine if they did not want to be part of the English Empire 
again . 

I am just completing an article on the coinage of Vermont 
showing that the Vermont coins of 1787 and 1788 were made with 
the punches by which counterfeit British halfpence were being 
made in New York just prior to that time. 

Good luck, and if I can be of any further help, please let 
me know. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


